JO         EXPLORATION AND  DEFINITIONS

uniformly reverent and uncritical attitude with which we ap-
proach passages of a totally different nature: ritual, statistics,
genealogies, folklore, words of disenchantment, cries of despair,
We are apt to read the Bible in a solemn drone of thought as
well as voice. Its spiritual significance is not enhanced thereby,
and its human appeal is all but ruined.

Many efforts have been made to give the Bible its rightful
place among literary masterpieces. A new typographical arrange-
ment may suffice to break the spell of drowsy custom, and re-
veal anews the living power of the ancient Word* A man whose
list of "classics" were limited to the Bible could be cultured^
even in the wordly sense. He would escape from the pettiness
of daily cares 5 he would sharpen and deepen his own experi-
ence $ he would ponder, with Job, over the most tragic problems
of human destiny $ he would have at his command an incom-
parable store of majestic images and vigorous words, wherewith
to give color and sinew to the expression of his own thoughts*
He would be, even in humblest station, a gentleman of the
spirit.

The sheer convenience of an all-sufEcient one-volume library
has repeatedly tempted men to arrange other writings into
Bibles. Both Jules Michelet and H. G. Wells, as prophets of
democracy, toyed with the idea of a Bible of Mankind, Profes-
sor Richard Moulton, as an exponent of World Literature, pro-
pounded a fairly definite scheme, a Pentateuch of Bibles, What
do we mean by a Bible? It is not every chance collection of
books that deserves the hallowed namej in most cases, the mod-
est term Omnibus would be more adequate* The test of a genu-
ine "literary Bible" is two-fold: unity and variety* Variety: no
essential need of man must be left unsatisfied Unity: the
"Bible" must offer from cover to cover the same spiritual at-
mosphere, even the same material tradition, so as to permit
cross-references between its various parts; it must constitute &
country of the soul.

The Holy Bible fulfills these two conditions. So does the
Pagan Bible, the epitome of Hellenic culture, which, as we pre-